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Food insecurity in the United States continues to impact low-income families. This bill establishes a

pilot program in eligible states that provides a dollar-for-dollar match on SNAP purchases of fruits

and vegetables, incentivizing healthier eating.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Ekeanyanwu of Arkansas introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Food insecurity in the United States continues to impact low-income families. This bill establishes a

pilot program in eligible states that provides a dollar-for-dollar match on SNAP purchases of fruits

and vegetables, incentivizing healthier eating.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "The Healthy Nutrition Incentive Pilot Act".

SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS

Congress finds the following:

(1) In 2024, an estimated 47.9 million Americans experienced food insecurity, the social and

economic condition where a household lacks reliable sources of nutritious foods.
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(2)Fruits and vegetables only make up 12-15% of SNAP purchases, reflected in poor Healthy Eating

Index scores among SNAP participants.

(3) Food insecurity is associated with increased risk of cardiometabolic diseases including diabetes,

hypertension, and heart disease, costing the nation over $500 billion annually.

(4) Existing nutrition incentive programs, like Double Up Food Bucks, are limited by inconsistent

funding, lack of major retailer participation, and state implementation.

(5) As of June 27, 2026, 22 states have attempted to improve nutrition by implementing SNAP Food

Restriction Waivers: restricting the purchase of candy, soda, and other sweets with SNAP benefits.

SECTION 3. UPDATES TO SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(SNAP) BENEFITS

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.-

The Healthy Nutrition Incentive Pilot Act shall operate using a matching incentive model similar to

Double Up Food Bucks.

States that have USDA approval for SNAP Restriction Waivers, demonstrating interest in improving

nutrition, shall be eligible to participate in the pilot.

(B) MATCHING INCENTIVE.-

Under the Act, any SNAP recipient who purchases eligible fruits and vegetables as described in

section 5 will receive a matching dollar-for-dollar cash-back incentive credited to their Electronic

Benefit Transfer (EBT) card for use at participating retailers.

(C) LIMITATIONS.-

The nutrition incentive listed in this section-

(1) shall be redeemable only for eligible fruits and vegetables described in section 5.

(1a) Produce purchased using the incentive cannot be used for additive federal nutrition incentive

matching.
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(2) not exceed $40 per household per month, based on other limits for nutrition incentive programs.

(D) ADMINISTRATION FOR RETAILERS.-

The Secretary of Agriculture with the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) shall establish program

standards with retailers, including eligibility, participation, fraud prevention, and reporting

requirements.  

The Secretary shall coordinate with existing federally funded nutrition incentive benefits to ensure

benefits are not duplicated.

(E) EVALUATION FOR NATIONWIDE IMPLEMENTATION.-

No later than three years after enactment, the Secretary of Agriculture shall submit to Congress a

report evaluating the effectiveness of the program, including-

(1) participation rates

(2) administrative costs

(3) retail produce prices

(4) types of SNAP purchases

(5) food insecurity outcomes

(6) health outcomes

Congress may consider nationwide authorization based on the findings of this report.

SECTION 4. FUNDING AUTHORIZATION

(A) AUTHORIZATION-

There is to be appropriated not to exceed three billion annually to carry out this Act for incentives,

administration, and implementation costs.

This estimate reflects maximum participation and is not expected to be reached in practice.
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(B) ADMINISTRATION-

The Food and Nutrition Service will make the necessary adjustments to monthly incentive limits,

using research from USDA Economic Research Service with respect to change in demand and

inflation.

SECTION 5. ELIGIBLE FOODS

(A) ELIGIBLE FOODS-

Eligible foods shall include fruits and vegetables in fresh, frozen, canned, dried, or minimally

processed forms without added sugars, fats, or sodium above thresholds established by the Secretary

of Agriculture.

(B) UPDATES-

As frequently as determined, the Secretary of Agriculture shall amend those food products, as

necessary, to reflect nutrition science, public health concerns, and cultural eating patterns.

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

The Act shall take effect one year after enactment to allow retailers and administration to properly

implement changes. States with SNAP Waiver implementation timelines extending beyond enactment

may request extensions.
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