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This bill seeks to allocate funding and designate a federal nuclear waste storage program to resolve

the lack of a federal nuclear waste storage site and to minimize the risks of nuclear waste storage.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Gonzalez of California introduced the following bill;

A BILL

This bill seeks to allocate funding and designate a federal nuclear waste storage program to resolve

the lack of a federal nuclear waste storage site and to minimize the risks of nuclear waste storage.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Nuclear Energy Waste Storage (N.E.W.S) Act.".

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

  The term storage refers to the retention of spent nuclear fuel with the intent to keep said waste in a

containment facility.

  The term waste refers to the highly radioactive fuel already used in the process of nuclear fission.

  The Nuclear Waste Fund (NWF) is a monetary fund accruing its resources from a 0.1 cent per

kilowatt-hour fee on electricity generated by nuclear power, which has $49.5 billion to date. This fund
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is specifically for the development of technology to store nuclear waste.

  The term decommission refers to the operations conducted in the closure process of a nuclear waste

storage facility.

SECTION 3. ACTIONS

  Establish a permanent federal nuclear waste storage site in Modoc County, California.

  Authorize the use of the federally owned, 7,759 acre Applegate Field Office as a permanent federal

waste storage site.

  The land shall hereby be inspected for safety every 3 months by a Nuclear Regulatory Committee

(NRC) appointed group of scientists who are experts in Nuclear Waste Storage.

  The Department of Energy (DOE) is hereby responsible for the creation and operations of this

facility.

  There are hereby appropriated $41.0 billion out of $49.5 billion in the NWF for the construction of a

permanent waste storage facility in Modoc County, California.

$2.5 billion for site preparation.

 Any expenses related to research and planning on this site shall be hereby paid for by this allocation.

$300 Million for licensing fees.

  Any expenses related to licensing shall be hereby paid for by this allocation.

$10 Billion for construction and commission.

  Any expenses related to the construction and initial operation of the facility shall be hereby paid for

by this allocation.

$2 Billion for the transportation of the waste.

  Any expenses related to the transportation and handling of waste shall be hereby paid for by this

allocation.
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  Rail shall be the primary method of transporting nuclear waste from across the US to this facility. 

  All waste will travel in NRC approved casks.

  The DOE will coordinate transportation with state, federal, and local governments, and the facility

itself.

  Transport teams will have emergency response protocols designed by the NRC.

$15 Billion for the operation of the facility.

  Any expenses related to the lifetime operation of the facility shall be hereby paid for by this

allocation.

$11 Billion for the eventual decommissioning, closure, and any contingency expenses.

  Any expenses related to the decommissioning and closure of the facility shall be hereby paid for by

this allocation. Any emergency response expenses shall be hereby paid for by this allocation.

$200 Million for a fund hereby known as the Transparency Fund.

  There is hereby established a Public Oversight Committee, a board composed of Modoc County

Officials and nuclear and environmental scientists. This board will be given authority to review safety

concerns from the public.

  $100 Million of this fund shall be appropriated to community benefits in Modoc County.

  Any money left over or not used shall be returned to the NWF, encouraged by Congress to be used

toward the construction of waste storage sites.

Effective Date

  This act shall take effect 90 days after its enactment.

SECTION 4. PROVISIONS

  The DOE holds full legal liability for the storage site.
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  The DOE is hereby mandated to cooperate with the Bureau Of Land Management in order to assure

safe construction of this site.

  The DOE is hereby mandated to issue a twice-a-year report to Congress detailing the progress of the

site's construction, and of the spending of the $41 billion allocated to this project.

  Research toward nuclear energy is encouraged to improve waste storage capabilities. Specifically,

research working towards viable nuclear fusion is heavily encouraged because nuclear fusion does not

produce radioactive waste and has incredible energy potential.
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