
A BILL

To require the Secretary of Education to establish a grant program supporting after-school programs

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Valbrune of District Of Columbia introduced the following bill;

A BILL

To require the Secretary of Education to establish a grant program supporting after-school programs

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "After-School Opportunity Act".

SECTION 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM

  Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of this act the Secretary      must establish a grant

program which will award funds to eligible School Districts for the creation and maintenance of after

school programs

  Awarded funds may be used for 

     Academic support and tutoring

     Enrichment activities, including arts, athletics, and STEM programming
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     Staffing of after-school programming

     Transportation of students to and from after-school programs;

     Meals or snacks provided during program hours

     Facility costs associated with operation of programs

  Priority in Grant funds is given to 

     Low-income communities

     Rural Areas with limited existing after-school programming and                         infrastructure

     Programs that serve students with disabilities or ESL students

Grant Amount Limits

  Grant awarded to a single eligible entity under this section may not exceed $2,000,000 per fiscal

year, except that the Secretary may waive this limitation for an eligible entity serving multiple school

districts or a

 large urban school district upon a showing of need.

SECTION 3 Applications

  An entity seeking a grant must submit an application to the secretary which includes:

    A description of the proposed after-school program;

    an estimate of the number of students who will be enrolled

    a plan for measuring program sucess

    a description of any community or non profit partnerships involved in the program

SECTION 4 REPORTING AND EVALUATION
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  Each entity who receives a grant must submit an annual report to the secretary which must include

program participation, activities funded, and student outcomes

  Not later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this Act, and biennially thereafter, the Secretary

shall submit to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and the

Committee on Education and the Workforce of the House of Representatives a report summarizing

program implementation, funds distributed, and outcomes achieved.

Section 5 INTERACTION WITH EXISTING PROGRAMS

  The grant program established under this act shall not duplicate or or supersede funds granted under

the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program

  The secretary shall 

    ensure that eligible entities receiving funds under this Act are not simultaneously funded for the

same after-school activities under the 21st Century Community Learning Centers program

     permit an eligible entity to use a grant under this Act to expand the scope, hours, or enrollment

capacity of an existing program funded under the 21st Century Community Learning Centers

program, provided funds are not used for the same costs

     issue guidance, not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act, clarifying the

distinction between the two programs for the benefit of applicants.

SECTION 6 APPROPRIATIONS

  There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out this Act $500,000,000 for each of fiscal years

2027 through 2031.

SECTION 7 ENACTMENT

This Act shall take effect on the date of enactment of this Act
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