
A BILL

Student Mental Health Support and Wellness Act of 2026

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Wiley of Delaware introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Student Mental Health Support and Wellness Act of 2026

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "To amend the Public Health Service Act to establish a Student Mental

Health Grant Program.".

Section 2. Congressional Findings.

Congress finds that--

approximately one in five children and adolescents in the United States experiences a mental health

disorder each year;

many schools lack sufficient access to licensed behavioral health professionals and timely mental

health services; and

expanding Federal support for evidence-based school mental health programs will improve student
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well-being while preserving State and local control of education.

Section 3. Student Mental Health Grant Program.

Part D of title V of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 290bb-31 et seq.) is amended by adding

at the end the following:

"SEC. 290BB-46. STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) Establishment.--The Secretary of Health and Human Services shall establish a competitive grant

program to assist eligible entities in expanding comprehensive school-based behavioral health services

for elementary and secondary school students.

(b) Eligible Entities.--Eligible entities include State educational agencies, local educational agencies,

public school districts, federally recognized Tribal governments, and public institutions of higher

education partnering with one or more local educational agencies.

(c) Priority.--Priority shall be given to applicants serving rural communities, medically underserved

areas, behavioral health workforce shortage areas, or schools demonstrating significant unmet student

behavioral health needs.

(d) Authorized Uses.--Grant funds may be used to--

hire or retain licensed school counselors, psychologists, clinical social workers, and other qualified

behavioral health professionals;

expand school-based behavioral health clinics and telehealth services;

implement suicide prevention, crisis intervention, and evidence-based prevention programs; and

provide professional development for school personnel and strengthen partnerships with families and

community behavioral health providers.

(e) Matching Requirement.--Recipients shall contribute not less than ten percent of program costs

using non-Federal funds. The Secretary may waive this requirement upon a showing of substantial

financial hardship.

Filename: 2026_de_bill_wiley_duncan_1951.pdf Page 2/3



(f) Accountability.--Each recipient shall annually report expenditures, staffing increases, students

served, and measurable program outcomes to the Secretary and shall be subject to audit by the Office

of Inspector General. Nothing in this section authorizes the disclosure of personally identifiable

student information except as otherwise permitted by Federal law."

Section 4. Authorization of Appropriations.

There are authorized to be appropriated $750,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2027 through 2031 to

carry out the grant program established by this Act.

Section 5. Effective Date.

This Act shall take effect on October 1, 2026.

FISCAL NOTE

The Congressional Budget Office estimates that this legislation authorizes appropriations of

approximately $750 million annually for fiscal years 2027 through 2031. Funding shall be provided

through annual appropriations administered by the Department of Health and Human Services.

                                                                        SYNOPSIS

The Student Mental Health Support and Wellness Act of 2026 amends the Public Health Service Act

by establishing a new Student Mental Health Grant Program within the Department of Health and

Human Services. The legislation authorizes competitive grants to expand school-based mental health

services, prioritize rural and underserved communities, hire licensed behavioral health professionals,

improve suicide prevention and crisis response, expand telehealth services, and strengthen

partnerships between schools and community healthcare providers. The Act includes accountability

measures, annual reporting requirements, federal audits, privacy protections, a five-year program

evaluation, and authorizes $750 million annually for five fiscal years.
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