
SB-34

This bill aims to implement widespread vocational programs in public high schools in subjects

relating to skilled trades like welding, electrical work, and contracting.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Brown of Florida introduced the following bill;

A BILL

This bill aims to implement widespread vocational programs in public high schools in subjects

relating to skilled trades like welding, electrical work, and contracting.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "An Act Related to the Implementation of Vocational Programs in Public

High Schools".

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

In this Act:

(1) State Educational Agency- refers to the State board of education or other agency or officer

primarily responsible for the State supervision of public secondary schools, or in the absence of one,

an officer or agency designated by the Governor or by State law.
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(2) Vocational Program- refers to a structured course of study at the secondary level designed to

prepare students for employment in one or more skilled trades, incorporating both classroom and

hands-on experiential learning.

(3) Skilled Trade - refers to an apprentice-type occupation which possesses all of the following

characteristics

including but not limited to welding, electrical work, plumbing, carpentry, HVAC installation,

automotive repair, shipbuilding, masonry, and general contracting.

(4) Regional Workforce Preparedness Grant- refers to a grant awarded under section 3 in exchange for

the construction or renovation of career-technical education facilities at eligible institutions.

SECTION 3. IMPLEMENTATION

Through the use of the Department of Labor, expand vocational programs that public high school

students can opt into at the beginning of their 9th or 10th grade year. The Department of Labor shall

work with individual State Educational Agency to create curated curricula fitted to each state's

workforce needs and give due consideration to industries of disproportionate economic significance

within the State. Students who opt in will have a schedule comprised of all core curricula as mandated

by each State Educational Agency in addition to electives revolving around their vocation of choice.

SECTION 4. PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS

Authorize the Department of the Treasury to grant corporate tax credits (up to 25 percent of the fair

market value of qualifying contributions, not to exceed $500,000 per participating entity per taxable

year) to compliant companies or other qualifying business organizations who donate materials and

allow the use of their facilities to participating schools and students in an effort to procure a more

experiential-based program for students.

Utilize the Economic Development Administration to issue "Regional Workforce Preparedness

Grants" to build out physical tech-education spaces in public high schools which are to be constructed

by local contractors in the compliant states' respective economies.
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SECTION 5. OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Require states to record and provide metrics which would indicate the successfulness and viability of

their respective programs in producing functional members of the economy in the trades which these

programs are designed to teach. Such metrics may include:

(1) The percentage of students who opt into the program who subsequently obtain employment or

continue education in the skilled trade studied,

(2) Performance by participating students on standardized tests administered by third-party, nationally

recognized industry standard organizations which are designed to assess basic and universal

knowledge regarding common trades (i.e. AWS for welding, ASE for automotive etc,)

(3) Overall fluctuation in GDP/GNP contributed from trade sectors in each participating state.

Authorize the Department of Labor to revoke funding/support of aforementioned programs if

performance is deemed to be underwhelming for 2 consecutive years.

SECTION 6. FUNDING

Use funding set out by the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. ? 3101 et seq.)

including funds available under title I (Workforce Development Activities) and title II (Adult

Education and Literacy) in the processes of creating and administering these nationwide vocational

programs in public high schools.

SECTION 7. ENACTMENT

This act shall take effect the day of enactment.
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