SB-65

To improve the safety and efficiency of the National Airspace System by modernizing air traffic

control infrastructure and addressing shortages in the air traffic controller workforce.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Wigdahl of Idaho introduced the following bill;

A BILL

To improve the safety and efficiency of the National Airspace System by modernizing air traffic

control infrastructure and addressing shortages in the air traffic controller workforce.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Aviation Systems and Controller Enhancement for National
Development (ASCEND) Act".

SECTION 2. AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL MODERNIZATION

(@) The Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration shall establish an accelerated

modernization program for the National Airspace System.
(b) Such program shall include:

(1) Replacement of obsolete communications equipment:
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(2) Modernization of air traffic management software systems,

(3) Expansion of satellite-based navigation capabilities; and

(4) Improvements to cybersecurity protections for air traffic control infrastructure.

SECTION 3. AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

(a) The Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration shall establish aworkforce initiative

to recruit, train, and retain qualified air traffic controllers.

(b) The initiative shall include:

(1) Expansion of training capacity at Federal Aviation Administration facilities

(2) Partnerships with accredited institutions to increase the number of qualified applicants;

(3) Incentivesto retain experience air traffic controllersin high-demand locations; and

(4) Annual assessment of staffing shortages within the National Airspace System

SECTION 4. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Not later than one year after the enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter, the Administrator of

the Federal Aviation Administration shall submit areport to Congress describing:

(1) Progress made in implementing modernization efforts;

(2) Staffing levels and hiring outcomes;

(3) Expenditures associated with this Act; and

(4) Recommendations for additional improvements to the National Airspace System.

SECTION 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act.

Filename: 2026_id_bill_wigdahl_noah_1842.pdf Page 2/3



SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act shall take effect 180 days after enactment.
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