
SB-77

This bill creates EBT/SNAP benefits reforms for the purpose of creating a healthier American

lower-class

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Hatton of Kentucky introduced the following bill;

A BILL

This bill creates EBT/SNAP benefits reforms for the purpose of creating a healthier American

lower-class

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Nutrition Outcomes Using Rewards, Incentives, and healthier SNAP

Habits (NOURISH) Act".

SECTION 2. FINDINGS/DEFINITIONS

(a) SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program): Federally allocated funding given by a

per-need basis to states to distribute

(b) EBT (Electronic Benefit Transfer): A debit card to use SNAP benefits.

(c) Findings from the American Heart Association report that childhood obesity leads to adult obesity,
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with 40% of obese adolescents becoming severely obese by age 30, compared to less than 5% of

healthy weight teens reaching a similar level of obesity.

(d) Findings from SNAP reporting show that 40% of SNAP recipients suffer from obesity and nearly

45% have been diagnosed with a diet-related disease.

SECTION 3. Functionings of the reforms

(a) Nation-wide food grading system: This system would be administered by the FDA, in which every

food product would receive a nutritional rating score on an A-F scale, with A being the best, most

nutritious food, and F being the total opposite. This grading scale would be used to compare products

across categories. E.G. Yogurt brands, with high quality plain yogurt being given an A and

ultra-processed artificially sweetened yogurt receiving a much lower grade.

(b) Per-Purchase incentive: An incentive in which SNAP users will see an immediate monetary

benefit when making a healthier purchase. This would be a system similar to the Double Up Food

Bucks program in which a percentage (F)0%-(A)50% (depending on the grade of the food in the

national food grading system)of the total purchase amount would be reimbursed for the use of creating

an immediate direct financial incentive.

(c) The per-purchase incentive hits a cap once 50% of the recipients monthly benefits are earned back

(d) Tiered-Habit Score: The sum of a SNAP user's total monthly purchase use would be graded and

calculated within a coded system using the EBT program, in which users would opt in to scan receipts

of purchased food items to be able to participate in the tired-rewards system. This system would

monitor how much money was spent on each category of food in the food grading system, and give a

monthly "report card" on the users habits. This report card would be connected to a tiered-financial

incentive system, where users with the highest average scores would receive the most money back,

and the users with very poor scores little to none. This would be possible to track through pre-existing

retail purchase tracking policy

SECTION 4. Tracking Success
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(a) Success will be measured short term by tracking

(b) How much incentive money is rewarded

(c) Overall Tiered-Habit scores of different regions, especially regions which classify as food swamps

or deserts.

(d) Success will be measured long term by

(e) Overall obesity rates in SNAP beneficiaries as the program continues

(f) Overall self-reported diet changes, especially those who grew up on the program and during its

reforms

SECTION 5. Funding

(a) If functional, over the long run, the potential costs of this act should be offset by the declining rates

of obesity that in turn would lower the tax-burden already placed on citizens by the medicaid system

to pay for the effects of obesity.

SECTION 6. Effective Date

(a) This bill, upon its passing, shall take 1 year to go into effect. This timeline would give both public

(FDA) and private sectors of the program enough time to set up the necessary technology and

measures to ensure the bill is properly introduced.
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