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Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States to prohibit Members of Congress

from receiving compensation during any period in which the Federal Government is shut down due to

a lapse in appropriations.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Saad of Michigan submitted the following resolution;

RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States to prohibit Members of Congress

from receiving compensation during any period in which the Federal Government is shut down due to

a lapse in appropriations.

Whereas federal government shutdowns impose significant hardship on the American people by

delaying pay for federal employees, interrupting public services, slowing agency operations, and

creating uncertainty for families, businesses, and communities that depend upon the continued

functioning of the Federal Government;

Whereas Members of Congress bear a constitutional responsibility to enact appropriations necessary

to maintain the operations of the Federal Government;

Whereas public confidence in Congress is strengthened when elected officials are held accountable for

failures to perform their constitutional duties;

Whereas Members of Congress should not receive compensation during any period in which the

Federal Government is shut down due to a lapse in appropriations;
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Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (two-thirds of concurring therein), that the following article is proposed as an

amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as

part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or by

conventions in three-fourths thereof, as one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by

Congress:

(1) No salary, compensation, or other remuneration for the services of Senators and Representatives

shall accrue during any period in which a lapse in appropriations causes a Federal Government

shutdown.

(2) Any salary, compensation, or other remuneration that would otherwise accrue during such period

shall be permanently forfeited and shall not be paid retroactively or otherwise restored after the

shutdown has concluded.
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