SB-42

An Act to Increase Protections of School-Aged Children from Social Media and Technology Use, and
to educate citizens on technology addiction, responsible digital citizenship, and the risks associated

with social media use.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Sironi of Montana introduced the following bill;

A BILL

An Act to Increase Protections of School-Aged Children from Social Media and Technology Use, and
to educate citizens on technology addiction, responsible digital citizenship, and the risks associated

with social media use.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the " Student Technology Awareness and Protection Act of 2027.".

Boaz Sironi's BILL

Americas Boys Nation General Assembly

An Act to Increase Protections of School-Aged Children from Social Media and Technology Use
Wheress, excessive use of social media and internet-connected devices has been linked to distraction,

decreased academic performance, and negative mental health outcomes among school-aged children;
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and

Wheresas, studies consistently show that higher daily social media use correlates with worse mental
health outcomes in teens, especially with increased anxiety, depression, sleep disruption, and reduced

well-being among adol escents; and

Whereas, many students receive little formal education regarding technology addiction, responsible

digital citizenship, and the risks associated with social media use; and

Whereas, parents should be informed of the risks associated with social media and technology use

when allowing students to possess internet-connected devices at school; now therefore
Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

A.) SECTION 1. Thishill shall be known as the "Student Technology Awareness and Protection Act
of 2027."

B.) SECTION 2. The Department of Education shall establish atask force to develop a short,
age-appropriate curriculum for students in grades six through twelve addressing technology addiction,
responsible technology use, digital citizenship, and risks associated with social media. The

curriculum must be available to students in person and in an online format.

C.) SECTION 3. Publicly funded schools in the United States shall implement the curriculum
developed under Section 2 and comply with the provisions of Sections 4 and 5 below. School issued
devices used for educational purposes are exempt from this act. Schools must demonstrate compliance
with provisions by filing areport to the Department of Education no later than 60 days after the first
day classes begin. Each school that fails to meet this reporting requirement must submit to a
remediation plan created by the Department of Education. If aschool failsto comply with the
remediation plan it will be subject to afive percent reduction in annual federal education funding until

compliance is achieved.

D.) SECTION 4. Publicly funded elementary students in the United States shall not be permitted to
possess or use personal devices capable of connecting to the internet on school grounds during school
hours. Publicly funded elementary schools must incorporate the curriculum into their school programs

once per year.
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E.) SECTION 5. Publicly funded schools may permit middle and high school students to possess a
personal device capable of connecting to the internet on campus only if: The student successfully
completes the curriculum as established in Section 2 and remains enrolled in any remaining required
coursework; and A legal guardian has signed an acknowledgment form, confirming the receipt of

information on the risks of social media use, technology addiction, and excessive screen time.

i. The Department of Education may conduct random audits and request records demonstrating

student compl etion of the required curriculum prior to device authorization.

ii. No student may possess a personal internet-connectible device on school grounds unlessissued a
school -approved device permit demonstrating completion of the required curriculum and parental

acknowledgment form.

F.) SECTION 6. No publicly funded school in the US shall require students to use social media
platforms to complete classroom assignments, extracurricular activities, or official school
communications. The Department of Education may approve specific digital platforms for educational
and communication purposes, including but not limited to educational collaboration software,

document-sharing platforms, and school activity management applications.

G.) SECTION 7. Medical devices required for student health, safety, or disabilities will be exempt
from the provisions of this ACT. Schools must implement away for students to contact legal

guardians in situations of emergency.
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