
RESOLUTION

In an attempt to reduce partisanship in the mapmaking process and end gerrymandering that

undermines representation, this amendment to the Constitution shifts the power from state legislatures

to nonpartisan experts appointed by State Boards of Elections.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Korrapati of North Carolina submitted the following resolution;

RESOLUTION

In an attempt to reduce partisanship in the mapmaking process and end gerrymandering that

undermines representation, this amendment to the Constitution shifts the power from state legislatures

to nonpartisan experts appointed by State Boards of Elections.

WHEREAS the bedrock of fair and democratic representation that the United States was founded on

has been undermined when political parties manipulate Congressional District for partisan advantage;

WHEREAS this common practice of gerrymandering has not only eroded public trust in American

democracy and caused reduction in voter turnout, but also lessened the rights of citizens to fair

representation; 

WHEREAS state legislatures innately posses conflicts of interests as they draw Congressional District

Maps; 

WHEREAS experts commissioned from a nonpartisan standpoint not only lack this conflict of interest

but further understand and study the nuances of mapmaking more than legislators;
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate, that the following article is proposed as an amendment to the

Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the

Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States:

SECTION 1: The power to administer the drawing and establishment of Congressional Distrct

boundaries shall be vested exclusively in an independent, nonpartisan redistricting commission

established within each States. State legislatures shall no longer have the authority to draw,

alter, or approve Congressional District maps. 

SECTION 2: Each state commission shall consist of exactly seven (7) members. The members

shall be appointed by the State Board of Elections, or the equivalent nonpartisan state election

authority, according to the following criteria: 

    (a) All members must be nonpartisan experts with demonstrated qualifications in fields relevant to

redistricting, including but not limited to demography, geography, statistics, or civil rights law.

    (b) No member may be an elected official, candidate for public office, political party officer, or

registered lobbyist.

    (c) All members must be approved and appointed by a majority vote in the State Board of Elections

SECTION 3: The commission shall draw district boundaries in accordance with strict

nonpartisan principles. Maps shall me drawn to ensure equal population distribution,

geographic contiguity, and compliance with federal voting rights law. The commission must

further quantitatively verify the strength of these maps using researched methods (i.e the Reock

Index).

SECTION 4: A majority vote of four commissioners shall be required to approve and adopt a

final redistricting map. All meetings, data utilized, and draft maps of the commission shall be

open to the public, and the commission shall provide meaningful opportunities for public

comment before adopting a final map. 
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SECTION 5: Should the maps be found to have severe partisan bias, a two-thirds (2/3)

supermajority of the state legislature may opt to veto the map proposed by the expert

commission. At this point, a special election to adopt these maps shall occur for voters no later

than six (6) weeks after the veto occurs. The majority of voters shall then decide if the map will

be accepted or if the process shall restart with a new map. 

SECTION 6: Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

SECTION 7: This amendment shall take effect immediately upon ratification.
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