
A BILL

For an Act to prevent unnecessary force and ease law enforcement officer responsibilities during

psychiatric, behavioral, or substance-induced emergencies by embedding civilian medical

professionals into first-responder systems.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Lawson of Nebraska introduced the following bill;

A BILL

For an Act to prevent unnecessary force and ease law enforcement officer responsibilities during

psychiatric, behavioral, or substance-induced emergencies by embedding civilian medical

professionals into first-responder systems.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "National Co-Responder and Mental Health Crisis De-escalation

Mandate Act (Austinâ€™s Law)".

SECTION 2. PURPOSES AND FINDINGS

Congress finds that according to data compiled by the Library of Congress, 1 in 4 people with a

mental health disorder will be arrested at some point in their life. Additionally, the mortality rate

during law enforcement interactions is 7 times higher for individuals showing signs of mental illness.
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The intention of this Act is to prevent the unnecessary escalation of force during psychiatric,

behavioral health, and substance-induced emergencies by creating a mandatory medical co-responder

framework within the first-responder pipeline.

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS

    (1) CERTIFIED MENTAL HEALTH OFFICIAL (CMHO): A civilian healthcare professional,

licensed clinical social worker (LCSW), psychiatric nurse, or licensed mental health counselor

certified in emergency psychiatric triage.

    (2) CO-RESPONDER MODEL: A law enforcement dispatch framework wherein a traditionally

sworn police officer and a CMHO respond jointly to calls for service.

    (3) CONDUCTED ENERGY WEAPON (CEW): Any device designed to fire darts or deliver an

electrical surge to temporarily incapacitate a subject (commonly known as a Taser).

    (4) PASSIVE NON-COMPLIANCE: A subject's structural, verbal, or static physical refusal to

comply with a law enforcement command, lacking any physical aggression, flight, or active physical

resistance.

SECTION 4. CREATION OF THE NATIONAL CO-RESPONDERS FRAMEWORK

All local emergency communications centers (911 Dispatch) must establish a Mental Health Triage

Matrix. This matrix requires:

    (1) Evidence-based training supplements for dispatchers to route behavioral health, substance

abuse, or welfare-check calls to an independent civilian medical team or a Co-Responder Unit,

developed in partnership with the National Alliance on Mental Illness.

    (2) Integration with local contracted civilian medical teams offering 24/7 on-call CMHOs.

    (3) Operational infrastructure integration with the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline to ensure seamless

transferability of non-violent callers to qualified mental health specialists.
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SECTION 5. USE OF FORCE RESTRICTIONS

Recipient agencies of federal justice funding must amend their standards of conduct to govern mental

health crisis calls based on a Test of Relevancy evaluating:

    (a) the perceived psychiatric nature of the call,

    (b) the presence of a reasonable threat to public safety, and

    (c) the availability of a CMHO.

    (1) On relevant calls involving active physical resistance where force is legally justified, CEW

usage must be prioritized as the primary intermediate tool over lethal methods.

    (2) The deployment of a CEW against an individual demonstrating passive non-compliance during

an apparent mental health or substance-induced crisis is explicitly prohibited under federal law.

    (3) Lethal force remains a mechanism of last resort, authorized only when there is an immediate,

articulable threat of death or serious bodily injury to the officer or bystanders.

SECTION 6. APPROPRIATIONS

    (1) Federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) mobile crisis funds made permanent at 95%.

    (2) $500M authorized annually for Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration

CMHO grants.

    (3) Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) funds authorized for co-responder vehicles,

equipment, and contracting.

SECTION 7. ENFORCEMENT AND PENALITIES

    (1) Non-compliance faces a 20% Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) grant cut

after 2 years; 50% after 3.

    (2) CEW violations cause total Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) suspension
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until retrained, unless proven as an isolated act of officer wrongdoing.

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act takes effect October 1, 2026. Use of force and dispatch mandates operational immediately;

grant penalties follow the two-year grace period per Sec. XII.
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