
SB-18

To promote transparency and public oversight of organizations who are receiving government tax

payer funds. To strengthen the protections of individuals who are reporting suspected fraud involving

taxpayer dollars.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Ungaro of New Jersey introduced the following bill;

A BILL

To promote transparency and public oversight of organizations who are receiving government tax

payer funds. To strengthen the protections of individuals who are reporting suspected fraud involving

taxpayer dollars.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Save Nick Shirley Act".

SECTION 2: Purpose

The purpose of this Act is to:

- Protect the First Amendment right of all citizens and journalists 

- Increase transparency with organization receiving taxpayer dollars 
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- Allow all Americans to investigate and report suspected fraud without punishment.

- Ensure that organizations who are funded by taxpayer dollars are accountable to the public

- Strengthen trust between the government and the American people through transparency 

SECTION 3: Congressional Findings

Congress finds that:

- The American people have a right to know where their taxpayer dollars are being spent. 

- Abuse and fraud of taxpayer money is detrimental to American Society.

Citizens and journalists play a critical role in exposing fraud and corruption.

- No organization who receives taxpayer dollars should be shielded from public accountability.

- Government transparency is critical for public trust.

- The First Amendment protects freedom of speech, the press, and the right to discuss any matters of

public concern.

- If you have nothing to hide, then transparency should be nothing to worry about. 

SECTION 4: Transparency Requirements

Any nonprofit organization, NGO, healthcare provider, or any other organization receiving more than

$50,000 annually in Federal funding shall publicly disclose:

- The amount of Federal funding that was received

- The reason for the Funding

- Annual financial reports

- Anything purchased with the taxpayer dollars
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All of these records shall be available to the public through a database that is maintained by an

independent third party. 

SECTION 5: Protection of Investigation and Reportings

- No citizen or journalist will be fined, punished, censored, or forced to remove online content for any

investigating or reporting of an organization who receives taxpayer funding.

- No organization who receives taxpayer dollars shall be granted special protections that prevent

public investigation or reporting.

SECTION 6: Equal Accountability

- No organization who receives taxpayer funding shall be exempt from any transparency requirements

based on its political affiliation, location, purpose, or community it serves.

- Congress declares that accountability should be applied equally to all organization who receive

taxpayer funds.

- The Federal government shall either allow all fraud to be legal, or ensure that no fraud is legal. 

SECTION 7: Fraud Reporting and Review

- Any Americans or journalists may submit evidence of suspected fraud or any account of abuse

involving taxpayer funds to a Federal agency.

- These Federal agencies shall review the allegations and determine whether further investigation is

necessary. 

- Any American or Journalist who reports any suspected fraud shall be protected from any fines,

punishment, or censorship. 

SECTION 8: Statement of Policy

It is a policy of the United States that: 
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- Taxpayer dollars shall be treated as public dollars.

- Public funding shall come with public accountability.

- Americans have the right to question how their money is being spent.

- Transparency is not discrimination

- Investigation of suspected fraud is not a crime.  

- If an organization is not committing fraud, then transparency should be nothing to worry about. 

SECTION 9: Effective Date

This Act shall take effect immediately after enactment.
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