SB-82

Mandating that in cases of 2 or more convictions of 1st degree murder, capital punishment must be

offered as an option to the jury no matter the jurisdiction within the United States of America.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Wolfe of New Mexico introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Mandating that in cases of 2 or more convictions of 1st degree murder, capital punishment must be

offered as an option to the jury no matter the jurisdiction within the United States of America.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Jury&€™s Choice Act".

SECTION 2. PURPOSE
(&) The most severe crimesin this country should be given the full range of lawful punishment.

(b) Not providing the full range of lawful punishment to the jury isacivil right being infringed upon

asthe jury isthe one to decide guilt and outcome of a severe case.
(c) Multiple counts of first degree murder constitutes extraordinary offenses.

(d) Uniform standards are needed to ensure equal justice across the nation.
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(e) Continuing the legacy and uniform applicability of the Supreme Court decision in Gregg v.
Georgia (1976), which ruled that the death penalty was not unconstitutional across the nation.

SECTION 3. APPLICABILITY

(a) This Act appliesto al criminal proceedings within the United States of Americainvolving two or

more convictions of first degree murder.

SECTION 4. JURY SENTENCING

(a) When convicting a defendant to two or more counts of first degree murder, the judge shall permit

the jury to consider capital punishment as a sentencing option.

SECTION 5. SAFEGUARDS

(a) In applicable cases, for capital punishment to be sentenced by the jury and sentencing authority
alike, unanimous jury recommendation of capital punishment is required. This ensures that arbitrary

sentencing of capital punishment is avoided.
(b) In applicable cases, there must be two separate phases of conviction.
(1) First, the jury must determine guilt.

(2) Upon unanimous conviction of guilt, a separate phase must begin to determine if the defendant
should be convicted of life in prison, among other charges, or if capital punishment should be
sentenced to the defendant. This ensures that sentencing of capital punishment is kept completely
separate from any verdict of guilt.

(c) In applicable cases, upon sentencing of capital punishment, every case will be automatically sent
to appellate court for review and will continue to higher courts for appeal. This begins with the court
of the original trial in which the sentencing of capital punishment occurred, before continuing onto the
State Supreme Court, then Federal Appeal Courts, then finally the Supreme Court of the United States
upon discretion. This ensures any and all possible wrongful sentences are rooted out within the

nation's court system.
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(d) In applicable cases, before sentencing of capital punishment, the jury must consider mitigating
factors that would justify alesser sentence than capital punishment. These factors are not intended to
decide guilt, only to decide whether capital punishment should be sentenced and is appropriate. These

factors include, upon others:

(1) Defendant's age was less than 18 at the time of the crime.

(2) Defendant has severe intellectual disabilities

(3) Defendant suffers from serious mental illness

(4) Defendant was coerced into committing the crime

(5) Defendant has no prior criminal record

(6) Defendant experienced extreme abuse or trauma prior to committing the crime

SECTION 6. STATE LAW APPLICABILITY

(a) No State or Territorial law shall prohibit ajury in any jurisdiction within the United States of
Americafrom considering capital punishment in cases that apply to the "Jury's Choice Act".

SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE

(a) If any provision of the "Jury's Choice Act" is held unconstitutional, the remaining provisions

shall remain in effect.

SECTION 8. DATE OF EFFECT

(a) The "Jury's Choice Act" shall take effect after one year of enactment.
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