SB-19

An Act to establish a Coastal Rehabilitation Program to decrease salinity levelsin agricultural

regions, increase crop yields, and protect small farm owners.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Fitzgerald of New Y ork introduced the following bill;

A BILL

An Act to establish a Coastal Rehabilitation Program to decrease salinity levelsin agricultural

regions, increase crop yields, and protect small farm owners.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Coastal Salinity Control Act of 2026".

SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.
Coastal agricultural regions face increased soil salinity levels as aresult of rising sealevels.
Increased salinity levelsin soil can lead to plant damage, and in severe cases, plant death.

Increased plant damage leads to decreased crop yields, putting small farmers out of business and

harming rural economies.

Decreased crop yields as aresult of increased soil salinity leads to a smaller supply of crops,
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increasing the prices of agricultural crops nationaly.
Plant death along shorelines leads to increased erosion and further land loss.

Rehabilitating coastal agriculture will uplift economies, prevent erosion, and increase national crop

yields,

Statewide salinity control programs are necessary to prevent the adverse effects of increased salinity

levels already felt by small farmers.

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS.
For the purposes of this Act, the following definitions shall apply:

(@) "Small farmer" refers to the United States Department of Agriculture's
classification of asmall farm as one with less than $350,000 of gross
cash farm income (GCFl).

(b) "Coastal farm" refersto any farm that directly borders a body of salt
water.

(c) "Agency" refersto the United States Department of Agriculture.

SECTION 4. IMPLEMENTATION OF COASTAL SALINITY CONTROL GRANT
PROGRAMS.

(a) The Agency shall implement Coastal Salinity Control Grant Programs
to provide funding for drip irrigation systems, drainage structures,
and crop adaptation programs.

(b) Grants may be awarded for the following purposes:

Installation of drip irrigation systems and/or subsurface salinity
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drainage tiles; transitions to or the further planting of salt-tolerant
crops; hiring of environmental specialists to help form salinity
management plans.

(c) In awarding grants, the Agency is required to prioritize the following:

small farmers and areas most susceptible to rising sea levels.

SECTION 5. IMPLEMENTATION OF AWARDED GRANTS.
All Grant recipients must:
(a) Submit aformal plan outlining the implementation of awarded funds.
(b) Only spend awarded funds on salinity control.
(c) Submit aformal report identifying any projects, activities, or
expenditures not included in the original plan, including a detailed

accounting of the associated costs.

SECTION 6. FUNDING.

(a) The Coastal Salinity Control Grant Program shall hereby be appropriated
the sum of $75,000,000 from the General Fund for the subsequent fiscal
year. Such funds should be awarded to farmers who intend to use said
funds for the installation of drip irrigation systems, subsurface
salinity drainage tiles, or the cultivation of salt-tolerant crops.

(b) The Coastal Salinity Grant program shall hereby be appropriated an

additional $25,000,000 from the General Fund for the subsequent fiscal
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year. Such funds should be awarded to farmers seeking counsel from

specialists regarding the monitoring of soil salinity levels.

SECTION 7. REPORTING AND EVALUATION.

The Agency shall be required to submit an annual report outlining the implementation of the Coastal
Salinity Control Grant Program, including:

() The number of grant recipients.
(b) Geographic distribution of awarded funds.
(c) Estimated acreage of recovered farmland.

(d) Theimpact of the awarded funds on crop yields nationally.

SECTION 8. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision in this Act be held invalid, the remainder of this Act and the application of the

remaining provisions shall not be affected.

SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The Coastal Salinity Control Act of 2026 shall take effect on October 1, 2027.
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