
SB-59

The Environmental Restoration and Sustainability Act aims to not only reduce pollution but

strengthen the protection of national parks and other public lands by improving air and water quality

supporting conservation efforts of all kinds.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Krivak of Ohio introduced the following bill;

A BILL

The Environmental Restoration and Sustainability Act aims to not only reduce pollution but

strengthen the protection of national parks and other public lands by improving air and water quality

supporting conservation efforts of all kinds.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Environmental Restoration and Sustainability Act".

SECTION 2. PURPOSE AND FINDINGS

Congress finds that:

- National parks and public lands are vital to the United States environmental, cultural, and economic

well-being.
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- The conservation legacy of Theodore Roosevelt and John Muir established the principle that public

lands must be preserved for the aesthetic and economic value for generations of Americans to come.

- The National Park Service already plays a crucial role in protecting these sacred lands.

- Climate change, habitat loss, pollution, and wildlife risk or just degradation of the environment in

general threatens ecosystems and widespread biodiversity.

- Renewable energy development is essential for not only long-term economic stability but also

environmental protection upholding these prior planks.

Section 3. National Park Protection

- No National Park land may be sold and or leased for long-term commercial extraction, or reduced in

size without an Act of Congress that has been passed beforehand.

- Federal agencies surrounding the environment such as the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

shall prioritize maintaining cultural sites, natural landscapes, and wildlife habitats within park

boundaries.

- Visitor access and recreation shall be managed in such a way that does not degrade ecological

integrity.

Section 4. Park Restoration and Infrastructure

The Secretary of the Interior shall establish a restoration program to:

- Repair and Modernize aging park Infrastructure (roads, trails, facilities)

- Restore damaged ecosystems, watersheds and habitats

- Protect historic and indigenous cultural sites

- Improve wildfire prevention and emergency response systems

- Expand accessibility for all visitors while minimizing environmental impact

Section 5. Wildlife and Ecosystem Protection
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Federal agencies shall coordinate to:

- Restore native species populations and habitats

- Protect and expand wildlife migration areas

- Reduce the impact and introduction of invasive species

- Support the recovery of endangered and threatened species

- Improve forest health through practices that are science-based and include but not limited to

controlled burns when appropriate to help the environment

Section 6. Renewable Energy Transition

The United States shall accelerate deployment of renewable energy by expanding:

- Solar and wind energy production

- Geothermal and hydroelectric modernization

- Storage of batteries and the reliability of multiple grid systems

Federal energy projects shall:

- Prioritize already-developed or low-impact lands

- Avoid significant degradation of protected areas, including the National Parks

- Support clean energy research and innovation

Section 7. Economic and Community Support

To ensure balanced development, this Act provides support for:

- Gateway communities near the National Parks are advised to go through with infrastructure and

tourism funding

- Job creation in conservation, forestry, renewable energy, and park services

Filename: 2026_oh_bill_krivak_ryan_1867.pdf Page 3/4



- Sustainable outdoor recreation industries

- Small businesses dependent on the public land access to the National parks and the tourism that is

connected with it

Section 8. Climate Resilience and Water Protection

Federal agencies shall:

- Protect lakes, rivers, wetlands, and watersheds

- Improve drought and flood resilience strategies

- Reduce pollution runoff affecting public lands

- Support long-term climate adaptation planning for ecosystems

Section 9. Funding and Oversight

- Congress authorizes appropriations for restoration, renewable energy development, and conservation

programs under this Act

- The Government Accountability  Office shall conduct periodic audits of implementation

- Federal agencies shall submit annual reports detailing environmental, economic, and energy progress

Section 10. Effective Date

The Act shall take effect 180 days after the enactment is passed

Statement of Intent

It is the intent of Congress to protect America's public lands, expand renewable energy, and uphold

the conservation legacy of Theodore Roosevelt and John Muir.
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