
A BILL

Protecting the freedom of student journalists in federally funded secondary schools while preserving

responsible journalism standards and local control through voluntary participation tied to federal

education funding.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Mancha of Ohio introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Protecting the freedom of student journalists in federally funded secondary schools while preserving

responsible journalism standards and local control through voluntary participation tied to federal

education funding.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Student Press Freedom and Responsibility Act".

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

As used in this section:

    (1) The term "student media" refers to any school-sponsored newspaper, magazine,

yearbook, broadcast, website, podcast, social media production, or any other media
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produced substantially by students.

    (2) The term "public secondary school" refers to any public high school receiving federal education

funds

    (a) This legislation does not cover elementary school students

    (3) The term "student journalist" refers to any student who gathers, writes, photographs, records,

designs, or publishes content for student media.

SECTION 3. STUDENT PRESS PROTECTIONS

As a condition of receiving federal education funds, public secondary schools shall provide the

following protections:

    (1) Student journalists shall have the right to determine the content of student media.

    (2) Student editors shall make the final editorial decisions regarding content.

    (3) School officials shall not exercise prior restraint over student media except as provided in

Section 4.

    (4) Student journalists shall not be disciplined or otherwise retaliated against for lawful expression

published through student media.

    (5) The protections of this Act shall apply equally to yearbooks, newspapers, broadcasts, websites,

and all other forms of student media.

    (6) School officials may not require the inclusion, removal, or alteration of content in student media

except as provided in Section 4.

SECTION 4. EXCEPTIONS

Nothing in this Act shall prohibit a school from restricting content that:

    (1) Is defamatory;
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    (2) Constitutes a true threat of violence;

    (3) Violates federal or state law;

    (4) Unlawfully invades an individual's privacy;

    (5) Constitutes unlawful harassment; or

    (6) Is reasonably likely to cause a material or substantial disruption of normal school operations.

SECTION 5. PROTECTION OF JOURNALISM ADVISERS

A public secondary school receiving federal education funding may not dismiss, discipline, transfer,

or otherwise retaliate against a journalism adviser for supporting student journalists acting within the

protections of this Act.

SECTION 6. DUE PROCESS

If school officials restrict publication under Section 4, they shall provide a written explanation to the

student media staff within five school days identifying the specific grounds for restriction.

Students may appeal such decisions through procedures established by their respective school

districts.

SECTION 7. CIVIC EDUCATION GRANTS

The Secretary of Education may award competitive grants to public secondary schools that

demonstrate excellence in student journalism, media literacy, and civic engagement programs.

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act shall take effect on August 1 following enactment.
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