SB-17

To require providers of synthetic nucleic acids to screen customers and sequence ordersin order to

modernize Federal screening standards against artificial intelligence-designed biological agents.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Moraski of Pennsylvaniaintroduced the following bill;

A BILL

To require providers of synthetic nucleic acids to screen customers and sequence ordersin order to

modernize Federal screening standards against artificial intelligence-designed biological agents.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the " Securing American Biotechnology Act of 2026".

SECTION 2. FINDINGS.
The Senate finds the following:

(2) Artificial Intelligence (Al) systems can now meaningfully assist non-experts in designing

functional biological agents.

(2) Thus, the barrier to biological attacksisno longer knowledge, but predominantly physical

access to synthesized genetic material.
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(3) That barrier is controlled by a small number of companies that print DNA to order and by

remote-operated cloud laboratories.

(4) Screening of these ordersis presently voluntary, with no forcing mechanism for negligent

companies to responsibly screen.

(5) Existing screening methods match orders against known dangerous sequences. Y et, Al systems

can design functionally dangerous agents that do not textually match existing sequences.

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS.
In this Act:

(1) PROVIDER. The term "provider" means any person or organization who, for compensation,
synthesizes nucleic acids to customer specification, or who operates a facility that performs laboratory

procedures at the remote direction of a customer.

(2) SEQUENCE OF CONCERN. The term "sequence of concern” means any genetic sequence
identified under the framework established in section 5.

SECTION 4. SCREENING REQUIREMENT.
(a) IN GENERAL. No provider shall fulfill an order without first---
(1) verifying the identity and institutional affiliation of the customer;
(2) screening the order against the framework established in section 5; and
(3) retaining records of the order for not less than eight years.

(b) REPORTING. A provider shall report any refused order to the Department of Health and

Human Services and the Federal Bureau of Investigation within seven days.

(c) EXCEPTION. This section shall not apply to sequences shorter than fifty base pairs, or to
providers synthesizing solely for internal research use, or to accredited educational institutions using it

for research purposes.
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SECTION 5. SCREENING FRAMEWORK.

(a) The Secretary of Health and Human Services, in coordination with the Director of the National
Institute of Standards and Technology, shall establish and maintain a screening framework identifying

sequences of concern.

(b) TIERED ARCHITECTURE. The framework shall utilize atiered screening architecture designed

to optimize computational efficiency:

(1) TIER 1. Initial screening based on sequence homology and textual similarity to known sequences

of concern.

(2) TIER 2. Advanced screening utilizing protein language models and functional prediction
algorithms to evaluate novel sequences that demonstrate a high probability of matching the biological

function or pathogenesis of a sequence of concern, regardless of sequence homology.

(c) The framework shall be updated not less than annually and shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, identify sequences by predicted biological function rather than by textual similarity alone,

so asto account for agents designed by Al systems.

(d) The Secretary shall make the screening tools available to providers at no cost.

SECTION 6. ENFORCEMENT.

() FEDERAL FUNDS. No Federa funds shall be used to procure goods or services from a

provider not in compliance with section 4.

(b) CIVIL PENALTY. A provider who knowingly violates section 4 shall be subject to acivil
penalty of not more than $500,000 per violation.

(c) SAFE HARBOR. A provider who screens an order in good faith under the framework
established in section 5 shall not be liable for damages arising from that order.

SECTION 7. APPROPRIATIONS.
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There are hereby appropriated to the Secretary of Health and Human Services $30,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2027 through 2031 to carry out this Act.

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE.

Sections 4 and 6 shall take effect 180 days after the date of enactment.
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