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The bill works to ensure that students attending federally recognized Title I high schools have

equitable access to standardized testing preparation and college readiness resources as institutions

increasingly reinstate standardized testing requirements.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Schoen Cruz of Rhode Island introduced the following bill;

A BILL

The bill works to ensure that students attending federally recognized Title I high schools have

equitable access to standardized testing preparation and college readiness resources as institutions

increasingly reinstate standardized testing requirements.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "College Access and Testing Equity Act".

SECTION 2. Findings

Congress finds that-

    (1) an increasing number of colleges and universities have reinstated standardized testing

requirements for undergraduate admissions following temporary test-optional policies;
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    (2) students attending Title I high schools often have reduced access to SAT, ACT, and Advanced

Placement preparation resources, college counseling, and admissions guidance;

    (3) unequal access to standardized testing preparation may create barriers to higher education for

academically qualified students from low-income communities; and

    (4) expanding access to existing educational resources is a cost-effective means of promoting

educational opportunity and college readiness.

Section 3. Grant Program

The Secretary of Education shall establish a competitive grant program for eligible Title I high

schools to expand access to college readiness and standardized testing preparation. Grant funds may

be used to provide-

    (1) access to digital SAT, ACT, and Advanced Placement preparation resources;

    (2) virtual or in-person tutoring utilizing approved nonprofit or educational partners;

    (3) college admissions and financial aid workshops;

    (4) FAFSA completion assistance;

    (5) educator coordination for implementation of program resources.

Section 4. Guidelines for Prioritization 

In awarding grants under this Act, the Secretary shall give priority to Title I high schools that

demonstrate-

    (1) high concentrations of economically disadvantaged students;

    (2) limited access to college readiness and standardized testing preparation resources; and

    (3) demonstrated need based on academic proficiency, college enrollment data, or other indicators

established by the Secretary.

Section 5. Accountability 
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Schools receiving grants shall annually report the following figures to the Department of Education to

ensure the program is demonstrating success.

    (1) participation rates;

    (2) utilization of program resources;

    (3) FAFSA completion rates;

    (4) college enrollment outcomes; and

    (5) SAT/ACT/AP participation and performance trends;

    (6) recommendations for improving the program.

The Secretary shall submit a report to Congress summarizing the effectiveness of the program.

Section 6. Authorization of Appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act.
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