
SB-58

Establishing a federal standard and penalty for drivers of motor vehicles found to be distracted by

mobile devices.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. ASKEW of South Carolina introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Establishing a federal standard and penalty for drivers of motor vehicles found to be distracted by

mobile devices.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Federal Distracted Driving Act".

SECTION 2. PROHIBITION OF DISTRACTED DRIVING.

(a) No person shall operate a motor vehicle on a public roadway while manually using a mobile

device.

(b) For purposes of this Act, "manually using a mobile device" includes--

(1) Texting, emailing, or otherwise composing written communications;

(2) Browsing the internet or social media platforms;
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(3) Watching videos or streaming content;

(4) Holding a mobile device for the purpose of making or receiving a call; and

(5) Any other use of a handheld mobile device that distracts the operator from safely operating a

motor vehicle.

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to--

(1) Emergency communications with law enforcement, fire departments, medical personnel, or other

emergency services;

(2) Drivers utilizing hands-free technology; or

(3) First responders acting within the scope of their official duties.

SECTION 3. PENALTIES.

Any person found in violation of Section 2 shall be subject to the following penalties:

(1) A fine of $100 for a first offense;

(2) A fine of $250 for a second offense within three years;

(3) A fine of $500 and six month license suspension for a third or subsequent offense within three

years;

(4) If a violation of this Act directly contributes to a motor vehicle accident resulting in bodily injury

or death, the offender shall be subject to enhanced penalties under applicable federal and or state law.

SECTION 4. ENFORCEMENT.

(a) State and local law enforcement agencies shall have primary responsibility for enforcing the

provisions of this Act.

(b) The Secretary of Transportation shall establish guidelines to assist states in implementing and

enforcing the requirements of this Act.
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(c) Compliance with this Act shall be considered in the allocation of federal highway safety grants.
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