SB-13

To promote the mental health and well-being of law enforcement officers, reduce occupational stress
and burnout, improve job performance, and support public safety through access to professional

mental health services.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Kopfmann of South Dakota introduced the following bill;

A BILL

To promote the mental health and well-being of law enforcement officers, reduce occupational stress
and burnout, improve job performance, and support public safety through access to professional

mental health services.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Law Enforcement Mental Health Act".

SECTION 2. MANDATORY MENTAL HEALTH CHECK-INS

(a) All sworn law enforcement officers employed by federal, state, county, municipal, and tribal law
enforcement agencies shall participate in mandatory mental health wellness check-ins conducted by a

licensed mental health professional.

(b) Such check-ins shall occur at least twice ayear and may be conducted more frequently with the
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recommendation of alicensed mental health professional or upon request of the officer.

(c) Mental health check-ins shall be confidential and shall not be used as grounds for disciplinary

action, promotion decisions, or termination except when required by law.

SECTION 3. ACCESSTO COUNSELING SERVICES

(a) All law enforcement officers covered under this Act shall be entitled to unlimited counseling

services provided by licensed mental health professionals.

(b) Counseling services shall be provided at no cost to the officer.

(c) Services may be delivered in person, virtually, or through other approved methods to ensure

accessibility.

SECTION 4. FUNDING

(a) The legidature shall appropriate sufficient funds annually to support the implementation and
administration of this Act.

(b) Law enforcement agencies may apply for state and federal grants to supplement funding for

mental health programs established under this Act.

SECTION 5. IMPLEMENTATION

(a) All law enforcement agencies shall comply with the requirements of this Act within one year of its

enactment.

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

(a) This Act shall take effect on August 1, 2026 following its passage and approval according to law.
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