
A BILL

This bill will strengthen the integrity of learners permit  knowledge examinations and improve

highway safety by encouraging states to require secure in person testing through voluntary federal

incentive grants

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Howard of Tennessee introduced the following bill;

A BILL

This bill will strengthen the integrity of learners permit  knowledge examinations and improve

highway safety by encouraging states to require secure in person testing through voluntary federal

incentive grants

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Honest Driver Act of 2026".

SECTION 2. FINDINGS

    (1) Safe driving depends on understanding traffic laws and roadway safety rules.

    (2) The learners permit knowledge exam is intended to confirm driver knowledge before supervised

driving.
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    (3) Cheating on permit exams limits public confidence and may allow unprepared drivers on public

roads.

    (4) Highway safety is a national concern due to interstate travel and shared roadways.

    (5) Driver licensing is primarily a state responsibility under the Tenth Amendment, but Congress

may support safety through voluntary incentives.

SECTION 3. DRIVER TESTING INTEGRITY GRANT PROGRAM.

  (A) The Secretary of Transportation shall establish a voluntary Driver Testing Integrity Grant

Program.

  (B) States may participate by requiring that the learners permit knowledge exam be administered

with the following guidelines:

    (1) In person at an approved testing location.

    (2) Under Supervision of a trained proctor.

    (3) Without phones, notes, or unauthorized materials.

    (4) Using state identity verification procedures and in a secure environment ensuring independent

completion of the exam.

  (C) States may continue online driver education and practice tests, but the official exam must be

taken in person.

  (D) Nothing in this Act requires changes to driving skills tests or other state licensing requirements.

SECTION 4. INCENTIVE GRANTS.

(A) Participating states are eligible for federal highway safety incentive grants.

(B) Funds may be used for the following:

    (1) Hiring and training DMV testing staff.

Filename: 2026_tn_bill_howard_carter_1881.pdf Page 2/3



    (2) Expanding testing locations and hours.

    (3) Reducing appointment wait times.

    (4) Improving scheduling systems and technology.

    (5) Modernizing DMV facilities.

    (6) Supporting driver education in schools.

    (7) Highway safety campaigns for new drivers

(C) States implementing the program for three years may be designated Highway Safety Partner

States by the Secretary of Transportation

SECTION 5. FUNDING

The Secretary of Transportation may use existing federal highway safety grant funds to carry out this

Act. Funds shall be distributed based on participation and compliance. No new federal agency will be

created.

SECTION 6. REPORTING.

Participating states shall submit an annual report on implementation, expenditures, testing

participation, and recommendations to improve driver testing and highway safety.

SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Act takes effect one year after enactment.
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