SB-4

Requires states to use a nonpartisan process for drawing congressional districts, banning partisan data,

protecting communities, and requiring public hearings and up-or-down votes.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Russell of Tennessee introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Requires states to use a nonpartisan process for drawing congressional districts, banning partisan data,

protecting communities, and requiring public hearings and up-or-down votes.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Nonpartisan Congressional Maps Act".

SECTION 2. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act isto reduce partisan gerrymandering in elections for the United States House
of Representatives by requiring each State to use afair, open, and nonpartisan process to draw

congressional districts.

SECTION 3. NONPARTISAN MAP-DRAWING HOUSED WITHIN SECTION 4

Each State shall create atemporary redistricting advisory board of five expert members. No one who
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has served may serve again. Two members shall be chosen by the mgjority party of the State
legislature, two members shall be chosen by the minority party, and those four members shall choose
afifth member by majority vote. A member may not be a current elected official, political party
officer, congressional employee, registered lobbyist, candidate, or close family member of such a

person.

SECTION 4. MAP-DRAWING RULES.

Congressional districts shall:

(2) follow the Constitution and the Voting Rights Act;

(2) be as equal in population as possible;

(3) be connected in one piece;

(4) be reasonably compact;

(5) keep counties, cities, towns, neighborhoods, and communities of interest together when possible;

(6) not favor or punish any political party, candidate, or current officeholder; and

(7) not weaken the voting power of any racial or language minority group.

SECTION 5. BANNED POLITICAL DATA.

Except when needed to follow federal law, the map-drawing office may not use the home addresses of
current officeholders or candidates, political party registration, past election results, campaign data, or

other partisan political data when preparing a congressional map.

SECTION 6. PUBLIC REVIEW.

Before submitting a final map, the advisory board shall hold at |east three public hearings in different
parts of the State. The board shall publish the proposed map, explain the standards used, and allow the

public to submit written comments.
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SECTION 7. LEGISLATIVE VOTE.

The State legislature shall vote on the proposed congressional map without changing it, except for
minor technical corrections. If the map is rejected, the legidature shall explain its reasons in writing.
The nonpartisan office shall then submit a revised map within 35 days. If the second map is rejected,
the office shall submit athird map within 35 days.

SECTION 8. FAILURE TO APPROVE A MAP.

If a State |legislature does not approve a congressional map before the required election deadline, the
most recent map submitted by the nonpartisan redistricting office shall become the congressional map

for that election cycle.

(1) A court may only reject that map if it finds that the map violates the Constitution, the Voting
Rights Act, or another part of this Act.

(2) If acourt rejects the map, the court shall appoint a neutral map expert to make only the changes
needed to fix the legal problem.

(3) No replacement map may be drawn to favor or punish any political party, candidate, or current
officeholder. No elected official, political party, candidate, or campaign organization may control the
replacement map.

SECTION 9. MID-DECADE REDISTRICTING.

No State may redraw a congressional district map more than once every 10 years unless a court order
or federal law requiresit.

SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall apply to the next congressional redistricting cycle and to any congressional redistricting

ordered by a court after enactment.

Filename: 2026_tn_bill_russell_charles_1879.pdf Page 3/3



