SB-47

The Secretary of Agriculture, Brooke Rollins, shall establish the Food Desert Revitalization Project to
improve access to affordable and nutritious food in domestic geographically isolated communities that

meet the federal definition of afood desert.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Ray of Texasintroduced the following bill;

A BILL

The Secretary of Agriculture, Brooke Rollins, shall establish the Food Desert Revitalization Project to
improve access to affordable and nutritious food in domestic geographically isolated communities that

meet the federal definition of afood desert.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Thus this Act may be cited at the &og-ood Deserts Revitalization
Projecta€s Act.".

SECTION 2{L egidative L anguage}

2(a):Purpose-The Secretary of Agriculture, Brooke Rollins, shall establish the Food Desert
Revitalization Project to improve access to affordable and nutritious food in domestic geographically

isolated communities that meet the federal definition of afood desert.
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2(b)Eligibility-Communities shall be eligible for assistance under this act if the-

are designated as food deserts by the USDA

Demonstrate limited access to grocery retailers due to isolation, inadequate transportation

infrastructure, or continued economic hardship

Submit an implementation plan to their State agency or Tribal government demonstrating along-term

plan toward self sufficiency

2(c):Assistance-Subjected to appropriations defined, the Secretary of Agriculture may provide

competitive grants, cooperative agreements, and low interest loans for the purposes of -

Construction or expansion of grocery-stores

Establishment of community own grocery cooperations

Construction of food storage, refrigeration and distribution facilities

Support for mobile market and food deliver services to the most isolated

Farmers market expansions

Regional cold-chain logistics necessary for long transportation of perishable food

Support for local agriculture

Develop innovative food distribution technologies that improve access and reduce costs

2(d):Administration-In Carrying out this Act, the Secretary shall coordinate, wherever appropriate,
with-

The USPS for last mile distribution pilot programs training for designated food deserts

DOT for priority transportation infrastructure improves to improve access

SBA for technical assistance in low-interest financing for locally owned grocery retailers

State, tribal, and local governments
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Private-sector retails, agricultural producers, domestic freight carriers, non-profit organizations.
2(e):Competitive Grant Requirements-Priority shall be given to applicants that-

Commit to operating within an eligible community for not fewer than a decade

Maintain affordable pricing for nutritious food products

Demonstrate partnerships with cooperative local food producers

Create permanent employ within the eligible community

Leverage private investment, match, or exceeds funds

2(f):Thereis to be an authorization of up to $1.5 billion in appropriated funds yearly appropriated by
Congress, to remain available until expended. The Secretary of Agriculture may accept matching
contributions from State governments for the necessary funds, tribal governments, nonprofits, and

private entities to supplement federal funding.
2(9):Oversight-

Each grant recipient shall annual audit reports detailing expenditure, project progress, employment

created, grocery affordability, and improvementsin food accessibility.

The Secretary shall submit an annual report to Congress summarizing program expenses, measurable

goals, and recommendations for continued improvement.

The Comptroller Genera of the US shall conduct a comprehensive performance evaluation of the

program no later than two years following the termination date under Section 3.

2(h):Fraud Prevention-Any recipient found to have knowingly and intentionally misused funds
provided under this Act shall repay all improperly expended Federal funds and shall be ineligible for
additional assistance under this Act for the duration until renewal. Any corporation found to have
knowingly and intentionally misused funds appropriated for this program will face an immediate fine

of $180,000 and be forced to repay all lost funds.

SECTION 3. TERMINATION.
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The authority granted under this Act shall terminate six years after enactment unless renewed by

Congress.

SECTION 4. DEFINTION

Nutritions/Healthy foods: As a nutrient-dense meaning foods/beverages which provide vitamins,
minerals, and other healthy-promoting components with little to no added sugars, saturated fat, and
sodium, according to the Department of Health.
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