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To increase NASA's budget by $10 billion to place greater emphasis on crewed Mars mission

infrastructure and expand the American STEM workforce pipeline.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Samson of Virginia introduced the following bill;

A BILL

To increase NASA's budget by $10 billion to place greater emphasis on crewed Mars mission

infrastructure and expand the American STEM workforce pipeline.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "American Space Leadership Act of 2026".

SECTION 2. FINDINGS.

The Senate finds the following:

(1) The United States has led human spaceflight since the Apollo program and must maintain that

leadership across all domains of space exploration, including the next frontier of crewed Mars

missions.

(2) NASA's current budget of approximately $25 billion represents less than half a percent of the
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federal budget, insufficient for the scale of investment required to sustain Artemis program

momentum and develop the infrastructure necessary for crewed Mars missions.

(3) Crewed Mars missions present engineering and logistical challenges, including unresolved gaps in

micrometeoroid and orbital debris shielding, life support endurance, and deep space propulsion, that

demand a level of federal investment and coordination not currently reflected in NASA's budget

priorities.

(4) A strong STEM pipeline is essential to national security, economic competitiveness, and the

long-term success of American space exploration, and sustained investment in that pipeline is

necessary to staff missions beyond the initial Artemis-to-Mars transition.

(5) Historical analyses have estimated that the Apollo program generated substantial economic

returns, with some studies citing figures as high as $7 to $8 in economic activity for every $1

invested, though methodologies vary across analyses; more recent analysis of the Artemis program

similarly suggests continued positive economic returns, indicating that NASA investment functions as

strategic economic policy rather than simple expenditure.

(6) The People's Republic of China has made significant investments in its space program with the

stated goal of surpassing the United States in space exploration capability. The choices made today

will determine whether space is shaped by free nations or dominated by an autocratic regime.

(7) An incremental, appropriable increase in funding is more likely to be sustained through the annual

appropriations process than a single large expansion, and better matches NASA's near-term capacity

to responsibly scale up program spending.

SECTION 3. NASA BUDGET INCREASE.

(a) There is hereby authorized an incremental increase of $10,000,000,000 to NASA's budget, to be

phased in over a five-year period at $2,000,000,000 per year above the existing baseline

appropriation.

(b) Of the total incremental increase authorized under subsection (a):

(1) 70 percent shall be allocated to crewed Mars mission infrastructure, including but not limited to
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spacecraft development, life support systems, micrometeoroid and orbital debris shielding research,

and deep space propulsion, reflecting the immediate engineering demands of Mars mission readiness;

and

(2) 30 percent shall be allocated to STEM workforce development programs, including scholarships,

apprenticeships, and partnerships between NASA and accredited educational institutions at the

secondary and post-secondary levels, administered by NASA in coordination with the Department of

Education, ensuring the workforce pipeline keeps pace with mission timelines.

(c) Funds authorized under this Act shall be subject to the annual appropriations process and shall not

require new taxation.

SECTION 4. OVERSIGHT.

NASA shall submit an annual report to Congress detailing the expenditure of funds authorized under

this Act and progress toward crewed Mars mission milestones. Congress shall conduct a

comprehensive review of this Act's effectiveness no later than five years after enactment.

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date of enactment.
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