SR-3

This resolution encourages states to use a rebuttable 50/50 custody baseline in contested divorces,

protect siblings from unnecessary separation, and preserve safety.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Walsh of Vermont submitted the following resolution;

RESOLUTION

This resolution encourages states to use a rebuttable 50/50 custody baseline in contested divorces,

protect siblings from unnecessary separation, and preserve safety.
Whereas the family is afoundation of American life;

Whereas contested divorces should focus on the safety, welfare, stability, and best interest of the
child;

Whereas children should not be won by one parent against the other;
Whereas fit mothers and fit fathers both play integral rolesin the lives of their children;

Whereas siblings in the same contested divorce should not be placed on different custody schedules

unless separation is necessary for the safety, welfare, or best interest of one or more of the children;

Whereas a rebuttable 50/50 custody baseline can provide afair starting point in contested divorces

involving two safe, capable, and willing parents;

Whereas such a baseline should not be automatic in cases involving abuse, neglect, abandonment,
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domestic violence, substance abuse, or any condition(s) that would endanger the child's best interest;

Wheresas states have primary authority over domestic relations law, including custody law;

Whereas courts must retain discretion to depart from any custody baseline when the facts of a case

require it;

Whereas written findings help ensure that major custody decisions are based on the child's best

interest rather than assumption or bias; and

Whereas protecting sibling unity and both capable parents can strengthen child stability during one of

the most difficult momentsin afamily'slife: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the American Legion Boys Nation Senate:

(1) Affirmsthat contested divorces should protect child stability, sibling unity, and meaningful
relationships with both safe and capable parents,

(2) Encourages states to consider rebuttable 50/50 custody baselines when both parents are safe,
capable, and willing;

(3) Encourages courts to keep siblings in the same contested divorce on the same custody schedule

unless separation is necessary for safety, welfare, or the best interest of one or more children;

(4) Recognizes that any equal parenting policy must include clear exceptions for abuse, neglect,
abandonment, domestic violence, substance abuse, or any condition(s) that would endanger the child's

best interest.
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