
SB-66

Creation of age verification requirements for online pornographic content, relating to the protection of

youth online.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Hamm of Washington introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Creation of age verification requirements for online pornographic content, relating to the protection of

youth online.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ""Safeguarding Children through Responsible E-verification and

Enforcement Networks Act" or the "SCREEN Act"".

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS

These definitions apply throughout this chapter unless context requires otherwise.

(1) "Commercial entity" includes a corporation, LLC, partnership, limited partnership, sole

proprietorship, or other legally recognized business entity.

(2) "Digital identification" means information stored on a digital network, accessible by a commercial
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entity, that proves an individual's identity.

(3) "Minor" means an individual younger than 18.

(4) "Sexual material harmful to minors" means material that:

    (a) the average person, applying contemporary community standards to minors, finds designed to

appeal to prurient interest;

    (b) is patently offensive as to minors and displays sexual actions; and

    (c) taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value for minors.

(5) "Identifying Information" means information identifying, or usable to identify, an individual,

including name, date of birth, government ID number, and address. It excludes data collected solely

for age verification not retained beyond the period required under this Act.

(6) "Reasonable age verification methods" means the methods in Section 4, applied to prevent minor

access given available technology.

SECTION 3. AGE VERIFICATION REQUIREMENT

(1) A commercial entity that knowingly and intentionally distributes material on a website where

more than one-third is sexual material harmful to minors shall use reasonable age verification methods

under Section 4 to verify a user is not a minor.

(2) An entity or third party performing required age verification may not retain identifying

information for more than 48 hours.

SECTION 4. ACCEPTABLE VERIFICATION METHODS

A covered entity or third-party verifier shall require an individual to:

    (1) Provide digital identification; or

    (2) Comply with a commercial age verification system using government-issued ID or
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FTC-certified age verification software.

SECTION 5. ENFORCEMENT

(1) The FTC shall establish, within its Office of Technology, a "Protection of Children Online Unit"

to:

    (a) Monitor compliance via periodic reviews;

    (b) Maintain a secure, public reporting portal for alleged violations. Reports must be acknowledged

within 10 days and assessed within 60 days, with an enforcement plan, if warranted, implemented by

day 60;

    (c) Investigate alleged violations, including civil investigative demands and document requests;

    (d) Refer substantiated violations to federal or state Attorneys General;

    (e) Coordinate enforcement with State Attorneys General and other agencies;

    (f) Audit covered entities for compliance;

    (g) Maintain enforcement records and publish an annual report to Congress;

    (h) Provide compliance education to entities and parents.

(2) Civil penalties:

    (a) $10,000 per day of operating in violation of age verification requirements;

    (b) $10,000 per instance of unlawful identifying-information retention.

(3) Penalties under 2a may not exceed $250,000 per 30-day period of continuing violation; a new

period begins upon formal notice, and penalties may recur each subsequent period the violation

continues. Penalties under 2b apply per instance with no aggregate cap.

(4) Penalty amounts shall reflect the violation's seriousness, prior violation history, deterrence needed,

the entity's knowledge of the violation, and other relevant interests of justice.
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Section 6. SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this Act, or its application to any person or circumstance, is held invalid, the

remainder of the Act and its application to other persons or circumstances is unaffected.
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