
SB-80

To promote transparency on social media platforms by requiring disclosure of AI-generated media,

establishing user-driven contextual information systems, increasing platform transparency, supporting

independent research, and protecting free expression.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Hwang of Washington introduced the following bill;

A BILL

To promote transparency on social media platforms by requiring disclosure of AI-generated media,

establishing user-driven contextual information systems, increasing platform transparency, supporting

independent research, and protecting free expression.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Transparency, Research, and User Safety in Technology (TRUST) Act".

SECTION 2. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.

Congress finds that:

(1) Large social media platforms are primary sources of news and civic information for millions of

Americans.
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(2) Advances in artificial intelligence have made authentic and synthetic media increasingly difficult

to distinguish, making transparency essential while preserving First Amendment freedoms.

(3) User-driven context and independent research promote informed public discourse.

SECTION 3. PURPOSE.

The purposes of this Act are:

(1) to improve transparency surrounding AI-generated media;

(2) to increase transparency in algorithmic recommendations;

(3) to support independent research on digital information systems; and

(4) to preserve free expression by prioritizing transparency over censorship.

SECTION 4. DEFINITIONS.

(a) Covered Platform means a social media platform with at least 50,000,000 monthly active users in

the United States.

(b) AI-generated content means any image, video, or audio created or materially altered using

artificial intelligence in a manner that could reasonably mislead viewers regarding authenticity.

Routine technical enhancements alone shall not constitute material alteration.

(c) Algorithmic promotion means the recommendation or amplification of content to users who do not

directly request or follow that content.

(d) A platform newly qualifying under subsection (a) shall have 180 days to comply.

(e) Widely viewed content means content designated by Commission regulations.

SECTION 5. TRANSPARENCY REQUIREMENTS.

Each Covered Platform shall:
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(1) clearly label AI-generated content;

(2) disclose when AI-generated content is algorithmically promoted; and

(3) explain why recommended content appears in users' feeds.

SECTION 6. PUBLIC CONTEXT SYSTEM.

(a) Each Covered Platform shall maintain a public, user-driven context system through which

contributors meeting FTC standards may attach evidence-based context to widely viewed content.

(b) Context shall be displayed based upon broad agreement among contributors and supporting

evidence, not the viewpoint of the platform or any governmental entity.

(c) The system shall not remove or suppress lawful speech.

SECTION 7. RESEARCH ACCESS AND PUBLIC REPORTING.

(a) Covered Platforms shall publish quarterly public reports describing:

(1) trends involving AI-generated content;

(2) recommendation algorithm changes required by Commission regulations;

(3) aggregate content moderation statistics; and

(4) participation in the Public Context System.

(b) Covered Platforms shall provide qualified researchers meeting FTC privacy and security standards

secure access to anonymized platform data for public-interest research.

SECTION 8. USER APPEALS.

Each Covered Platform shall establish a transparent appeals process allowing users to challenge

AI-generated content labels or contextual information. Appeals shall receive independent review.
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SECTION 9. FIRST AMENDMENT PROTECTIONS.

Nothing in this Act authorizes:

(1) the Federal Government to determine the truth or falsity of lawful speech;

(2) the removal or suppression of lawful content;

(3) viewpoint discrimination by any federal agency; or

(4) compelling a Covered Platform to endorse any political position or opinion.

SECTION 10. ENFORCEMENT.

(a) The Federal Trade Commission shall enforce this Act and may promulgate regulations necessary

to carry out this Act.

(b) The Commission may impose civil penalties for repeated or willful violations.

(c) No federal agency may direct a Covered Platform to label, suppress, prioritize, recommend, or

remove any specific lawful content. Federal authority under this Act is limited to enforcing its

transparency requirements.

SECTION 11. FUNDING.

Such sums as necessary are authorized for the Federal Trade Commission to administer and enforce

this Act.

SECTION 12. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this Act or its application is held invalid, the remainder of this Act shall remain in

effect.

SECTION 13. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act takes effect one year after enactment.
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