SB-66

Honoring the hard work and dedication of Lucullus Vigirl McWhorter "Bigfoot” in advancing Native
American Indian Rights through the establishment of a national holiday.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Hamm of Washington submitted the following resolution;

RESOLUTION

Honoring the hard work and dedication of Lucullus Vigirl McWhorter "Bigfoot" in advancing Native
American Indian Rights through the establishment of a national holiday.

SECTION 2. RESOLUTION

Whereas Lucullus Virgil McWhorter was born on January 29, 1860, in modern-day West Virginia and
died on October 10, 1944, in Prosser, Washington;

Whereas McWhorter courageously moved his family to Washington State to document the lives and

trials faced by Native American Indians, namely the Y akama tribe;

Whereas McWhorter passionately advocated for the water rights of the Y akama, wrote letters to key
congressmen, communicated the Y akama's plight to Eastern Native American Indian advocates, and

wrote a pamphlet titled "The Crime Against the Y akimas”;

Whereas McWhorter continued his activism, befriending Hemene Mox Mox (Y ellow Wolf) of the

Nez Perce tribein 1907;
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Whereas this friendship led to further activism with McWhorter explaining the plight of the Nez Perce
through his books"Y ellow Wolf: His Own Story" and "Hear Me, My Chiefs!";

Whereas McWhorter was rewarded for his activism and hard work through his adoption into the

Y akama tribe on June 9, 1909, being given the name "Bigfoot";
Whereas Bigfoot a so received the title of Hemene Ka-Wan (Old Wolf) for hiswork;

Whereas Bigfoot's work played acritical role in breaking the consensus of Native American Indians

as"savages';

Whereas Bigfoot's efforts extended beyond activism, with him becoming a dedicated and effective
field historian, collecting unique information about the Y akama and Nez Perce tribes of his era,

despite hislack of formal education;

Whereas Bigfoot's role as a bridge between Native American Indians and White America servesas a
vital reminder of the role of some Americans in this relationship and the shared history of these two

societies;

Whereas Bigfoot's story has been largely forgotten, effort needs to be placed into remembering

important activists like him;

Whereas the symbol of Bigfoot is vital to the culture of the Pacific Northwest and the United States as

awhole: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate

(2) recognizes and commends the work of Lucullus Virgil McWhorter ("Bigfoot") in advocating for
Native American Indian rights, especialy in an erain which activism from white Americans was

much rarer; and (2) designates June 9th as "National Bigfoot Day".
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