SB-62

Establishing an National Civic Education and Leadership Initiative to strengthen civic knowledge,
constitutional understanding, leadership development, and public service among all of us young

Americans.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Schuler of Wisconsin introduced the following bill;

A BILL

Establishing an National Civic Education and Leadership Initiative to strengthen civic knowledge,
constitutional understanding, leadership development, and public service among all of us young

Americans.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Future Leaders Act".

SECTION 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.
Congress finds that--
(1) civic participation isimportant to the success of a constitutional republic;

(2) many young Americans lack a sufficient understanding of the Constitution, the structure of
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government, and the responsibilities of citizenship;

(3) leadership skills are devel oped through service, education, and practical experience; and

(4) encouraging civic engagement among youth will strengthen communities and prepare future

generations of public servants.

(5) students who participate in leadership programs, student government, civic engagement initiatives,

and community service projects are more likely to become active and informed citizens; and

(6) many students lack access to opportunities that provide hands-on experience in leadership, public

service, and the democratic process.

The purpose of this Act isto promote civic education, |eadership development, and public service

opportunities for students throughout the United States.

SECTION 3. NATIONAL CIVIC EDUCATION AND LEADERSHIP GRANT PROGRAM.

The Department of Education shall make a competitive grant program to support civic education and

leadership initiatives in public secondary schools.

SECTION 4. ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.

Funds provided under this Act may be used for--

(1) student government programs;

(2) leadership development conferences and workshops,

(3) mock legidature, mock trial, and model government programs;

(4) constitutional education initiatives;

(5) public speaking and debate programs;

(6) community service and volunteer projects,
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(7) youth advisory councils and civic engagement organizations,; and

(8) educational visitsto local, state, and federal government institutions.

SECTION 5. PRIORITY CONSIDERATION.

Priority shall be given to programs that--

(2) serve smaller, rural, or underserved communities;

(2) show strong student involvement ;

(3) encourage respectful discussion between al people especialy with different political views and

opinions ; and

(4) encourage public service, military service, or community leadership.

SECTION 6. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

Any educational institution receiving funds under this Act shall submit an annual report describing--

(1) student participation levels;

(2) leadership and civic engagement activities conducted;

(3) measurable outcomes achieved; and

(4) recommendations for improving civic education programs.

SECTION 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act.

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect upon enactment.
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