SB-63

To establish State Workforce Re-Training Programs and create a dedicated funding source through a
national severance tax in order to increase skilled trade jobs for building, repairing, and maintaining

critical infrastructure.

INTHE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYSNATION

Mr. Farrell of West Virginiaintroduced the following bill;

A BILL

To establish State Workforce Re-Training Programs and create a dedicated funding source through a
national severance tax in order to increase skilled trade jobs for building, repairing, and maintaining

critical infrastructure.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Build, Repair, and Maintain Act".

SECTION 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF STATE WORKFORCE RE-TRAINING PROGRAMS.

(a) Within one year of the enactment of this Act, each State Department of Labor may submit a

Workforce Re-Training Plan to the United States Department of Labor.

(b) Each Workforce Re-Training Plan shall include:
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(2) the structure and administration of the program;
(2) eligibility requirements for participation;

(3) educational, vocational, technical, or professional training opportunitiesin critical infrastructure

sectors to be provided,
(4) the proposed annual budget of the program; and
(5) any additional provisions determined necessary by the State Department of Labor.

(c) The United States Department of Labor shall review each State plan and may approve, reject, or

require modifications to ensure compliance with this Act.
(d) For the purposes of this Act critical infrastructure sectors shall be defined as the following:

(1) communications;

(2) critical manufacturing;

(3) dams,

(4) defense industrial base;

(5) emergency services,

(6) energy;

(7) financial services,

(8) food and agriculture;

(9) government facilities/ services,

(10) hedlthcare and public health;

(11) information technology;

(12) nuclear reactors, materials, and waste;

Filename: 2026_wv_bill_farrell_thomas_1862.pdf Page 2/4



(13) chemical,;
(14) commercial facilities;
(15) transportation systems; and

(16) water and wastewater systems.

SECTION 3. FEDERAL OVERSIGHT.
(a) The United States Department of Labor shall oversee the implementation of this Act.
(b) The United States Department of Labor shall:

(1) establish standards for program accountability;

(2) monitor State compliance with approved plans;

(3) conduct periodic evaluations of State programs; and

(4) provide technical assistance to State Departments of Labor as necessary.

SECTION 4. WORKFORCE RE-TRAINING TRUST FUND.

(a) Thereisestablished in the Treasury of the United States a fund to be known as the "Workforce
Re-Training Trust Fund".

(b) Amounts deposited into the Trust Fund shall be available for grants to States with approved

Workforce Re-Training Plans.

SECTION 5. NATIONAL SEVERANCE TAX.

Operations for this act will be determined by a committee in the first session of the 121st congress.

(b) Revenues collected under this section shall be deposited into the Workforce Re-Training Trust
Fund.
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SECTION 6. DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.

The United States Department of Labor shall distribute funds from the Workforce Re-Training Trust
Fund to each State with an approved Workforce Re-Training Plan based on the needs and budget
described in the plan.

SECTION 7. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

Each State receiving funds under this Act shall submit an annual report to the United States
Department of Labor detailing:

(1) expenditures made under the program;

(2) program participation rates; and

(3) employment outcomes for program participants.
The United States Department of Labor may reduce, withhold, or recover funds for failure to comply
with standards outlined by the United States Department of Labor.
SECTION 8. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this Act, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, is held invalid,
the remainder of this Act and the application of such provision to other persons or circumstances shall

not be affected thereby.

SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the first day of the 2027 Fiscal Y ear.
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