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This bill creates a federal grant program to improve biosecurity in major U.S ports through advanced

technologies to prevent invasive species damaging U.S ecosystems.

IN THE SENATE OF THE AMERICAN LEGION BOYS NATION

Mr. Knights of West Virginia introduced the following bill;

A BILL

This bill creates a federal grant program to improve biosecurity in major U.S ports through advanced

technologies to prevent invasive species damaging U.S ecosystems.

Be it enacted by The American Legion Boys Nation Senate assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the "Port Biosecurity Act of 2026".

SECTION 2. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this act is to reduce the introduction of invasive species through the improvement of

biosecurity measures in and around major U.S ports. Thus safeguarding the biodiversity, resiliency,

and overall health of the U.S environment.

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS

For this act's purposes: 
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  1. "Port of Entry" refers to any U.S seaport designated to receive international cargo.

  2. "Invasive Species" refers to non-native organisms whose introduction to domestics ecosystems

will or may cause environmental or agricultural harm. 

  3. "Biosecurity Technology" include technologies such as artificially intelligent monitoring systems,

automated insect traps, decontamination systems (disinfectant mats, cargo fumigation equipment, etc),

and other Secretary of Agriculture approved technologies designed to detect or neutralize invasive

populations. 

SECTION 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF BIOSECURITY GRANT

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture will establish a grant program prioritizing Ports of Entry with high

traffic, high risk of receiving contaminated cargo, or near areas of high agricultural or ecological

importance.

(b) The grant funds may be used for

  1. Purchasing and installing approved detection/neutralization technologies.

  2. The training of personnel in the operation of and compliance with new biosecurity measures. 

3. Data integration with federal monitoring services.

4. The regular maintenance of approved biosecurity technologies.

(c) Grant recipients will submit an annual report to the Secretary of Agriculture detailing:

  1. The use of grant funds 

  2. Any invasive species detected 

  3. Recommendations or requests for further technologies to improve.  biosecurity and biosecurity

practices.

(d) The Secretary of Agriculture may establish, remove, or otherwise modify additional eligibility

requirements and annual report items to ensure the effective administration and distribution of grant
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funds.

SECTION 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

There are authorized to be appropriated $300,000,000 for fiscal years 2027 through 2036 to carry out

this act. Amounts appropriated under this section shall remain available until expended. 

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This act shall take effect 180 days after the date of enactment.
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